Mormonism

In the 19th century, a new religious movement appeared which quickly spread across the United States and worldwide – the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, commonly referred to as the “Latter Day Saints” (LDS), or the “Mormons.”  We will devote some extended time to the exposition of this religion, which many feel embraces a polytheistic view. 

А. History

The founder of the Mormon Church is Joseph Smith.  In 1820, at age 14, young Smith entered a forest to pray and seek the answer to a question that vexed him: “Which Christian denomination was the true Church?”  He claimed seeing the following vision: “When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air.  One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other—This is My Beloved Son.  Hear Him!” (History of Joseph Smith, 17).
  

Later, Smith claimed that in 1823, at age 17, another figure appeared to him by the name of Moroni.  Moroni supposedly announced to Smith that he had been chosen to translate the “Book of Mormon,” a work written in the fourth century AD.  The book had been written on golden plates, but Moroni did not reveal their location at that time.
  

Mormons believe that after the Babylonian invasion of Israel, a group of Jews sailed to America, headed by their leader Nephi.  Having arrived in America, they allegedly constructed a temple similar to Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem.  In time, some of these refugees rebelled against Nephi’s leadership and separated from him.  This new group was the Lamanites.  As a result of their rebellion, the Lamanites became dark-skinned.  In the Book of Mormon, we read the following account:

And he had caused the cursing to come upon them, yea, even a sore cursing, because of their iniquity. For behold, they had hardened their hearts against him, that they had become like unto a flint; wherefore, as they were white, and exceedingly fair and delightsome, that they might not be enticing unto my people the Lord God did cause a skin of blackness to come upon them (2 Nephi, 5.21).

The followers of Nephi, the Nephites, were God-fearing people, but the Lamanites were not.  War erupted between them, and the Lamanites emerged victorious and exterminated the Nephites, leaving no survivor.
  Before this occurred, however, according to legend, Jesus Christ visited the Nephites and gave them special revelation.  The Nephites passed down that tradition to subsequent generations.  The final recipient of the tradition, Mormon, reportedly recorded it in the Book of Mormon along with the history of the Nephite emigration to America.
  

Moroni, it is thought, was the son of Mormon.  He copied his father’s book and hid it in a stone container in the area now known as New York State.  This Moroni appeared in a spiritual form to Joseph Smith, and four years after his initial appearance he allowed Smith to acquire the golden plates.  Smith discovered that the plates were written in a sort of Egyptian hieroglyphic and proceeded to translate them employing a unique translation technique.  He did not read the text directly, but used a combination of two “interpreters” (he referred to these as the Urim and Thumim), stones that he discovered with the plates, and a “seer stone.”  He placed these tools in a hat, and the translation of the plates supposedly appeared on the stones.
  

Interestingly, three other individuals testified that they saw the golden plates: Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris and David Whitmer.  Also intriguing is that Smith himself did not show them the plates, but an angel allegedly showed the plates to them in a vision.  An additional eight people signed a declaration that they also saw the golden plates, but did not mention seeing them in a vision, but testified, “as many of the leaves as the said Smith has translated we did handle with our hands.”
  

Subsequently, Smith claimed to have seen John the Baptist in a vision, who entrusted Smith and Oliver Cowdery with the “priesthood according to Aaron.”  This endowment qualified them to perform water baptism.
  In that same year, Smith and Cowdery claimed to have had a visionary visitation from Peter, James and John, who gave them the “priesthood according to Melchizedek,” empowering them to lay hands on others to receive the Holy Spirit.  One year after this vision, Smith founded the “Church of Christ” (not to be confused with the Stone-Campbell Church of Christ).

Due to religious persecutions, Smith and his followers migrated from place to place.  In Kirkland, Ohio, where they settled for a time, a scandal broke out concerning the use of funds by the LDS, obliging them to resettle in Missouri, from whence they were later again forced out.  Nonetheless, the State of Missouri plays an important role in Mormon theology.  According to Mormon apostle Bruce McConkie, Missouri was the site of the Garden of Eden (Mormon Doctrine, 1966, p. 20).
  In addition, it is claimed that Missouri will be the center of Christ’s millennial kingdom.
 

Next, the Mormons settled in Illinois, where Smith founded the city of Nauvoo and constructed a Mormon temple.  In time, the local paper of Nauvoo began publishing accusatory articles about Smith and other LDS leaders, prompting Smith to destroy the paper’s printing press.  For this unlawful act, Smith was arrested and imprisoned.  While he was in prison, a mob formed that broke into the jail and killed the Mormon founder.
  

After Smith’s death, several LDS leaders vied for leadership of the movement.  In the end, Brigham Young prevailed.  Young’s main rival was Joseph’s Smith son, Joseph Smith III, who had the support of his mother Emma, the widow of Joseph Smith.  The Mormons divided over the question of leadership succession, with the majority siding with Young.  

Joseph Smith III and his followers then founded the “Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,” now known as the “Community of Christ,” with their headquarters in Missouri.  To this day, direct descendants of Joseph Smith serve as leaders of that movement.  Young led his group cross-country to Utah territory, where they founded Salt Lake City and constructed the chief Mormon temple.  At the time of Young’s death, the population of Utah had reached 140,000.
  At present, there are about 15 million Mormons worldwide, in part due to the aggressive missionary program the LDS conducts.  The LDS enjoys substantial material resources. 

Mormons have built temples across the globe, the primary center of worship being in Salt Lake City.  The first temple appeared in Kirkland, Ohio.  In the early years, though, the full temple order, which was later developed, was not in practice.  One might characterize worship at that time as “pseudo-Pentecostal,” with such manifestations as tongues, prophecy and angelic visions (see History of the Church, vol. 2, chp. 29 [427-428]).
  The present temple order first came into practice in Nauvoo after Joseph Smith’s introduction into Freemasonry.  Not surprisingly, the rituals of both orders have striking similarities.
 

The president of the LDS also serves as prophet of the movement and, consequently, issues authoritative revelations, supposedly from God.  The “First Presidency” consists of the president and his two closest advisors.
  Twelve men serve under them, who make up the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.  Upon the death of the LDS president, the presiding president of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles becomes president of the entire movement.
 

B. Scripture

Along with the Bible, the main source of faith for the Mormon is the Book of Mormon, which reportedly relates the history and wisdom of the Nephites.  To demonstrate the supposed harmony between the Bible and the Book of Mormon, Mormons cite Ezekiel 37:15-19, where the staff or Judah and the staff of Joseph unite.  The “staff of Judah” represents the Bible, and the “staff of Joseph” – the Book of Mormon.

Mormons feel it was necessary to supplement the Bible, since the Early Church supposedly removed many truths, even entire biblical books.  The Book of Mormon serves to restore God’s original revelation.  Mormon apostle Bruce McKonkie comments, 

One of the great heresies of modern Christendom is the unfounded assumption that the Bible contains all of the inspired teachings now extant among men.  Foreseeing that Satan would darken the minds of men in this way, and knowing that other scripture would come forth in the last days, Nephi prophesied that unbelieving Christians would reject the new revelation with the cry: “A Bible! A Bible! We have got a Bible, and there cannot be any more Bible” (Mormon Doctrine, 1966, p. 83).

In their canon of scripture, Mormons include other books.  Doctrines and Covenants contains various revelations proclaimed, in general, by Joseph Smith.  Other contributors to the book include Oliver Cowdery, John Taylor, Brigham Young, Joseph F. Smith, Wilford Woodruff, and Spencer W. Kimball.  It is noteworthy that at one time Doctrines and Covenants included a section “Lectures on Faith,” which advanced an unorthodox doctrine of the Trinity (see below).  The “Lectures on Faith” were present in the 1835 edition, but are absent in modern editions.
  

Also part of the canon is the collection Pearl of Great Price, which consists of the Book of Moses, the Book of Abraham, a translation of the Gospel of Matthew by Joseph Smith, the History of Joseph Smith, and the LDS Articles of Faith.  Mormons respect other works, but not on the level of canonicity, namely, the Journal of Discourses and the History of the Church.  The latter work was published in 1902 and makes up seven volumes.  Smith wrote part of the History, and his followers contributed the remainder.
  

The Journal of Discourses served as the official organ of the LDS from 1854 to 1886, published in 26 volumes.  In preserves sermons from early leaders, and, in its time, was highly regarded.  About the year 1861, Mormon Apostle George Cannon wrote of it:

The Journal of Discourses deservedly ranks as one of the standard works of the Church, and every rightminded Saint will certainly welcome with joy every Number as it comes forth from the press as an additional reflector of “the light that shines from Zion's hill” (Preface to 8th edition).
  

Contemporary Mormons, however, do not recognized the Journal of Discourses as canonical scripture. 

Unlike the Christian canon, the canon of Mormonism is not closed.  God may still give authoritative revelation through the president of the LDS, who fills the role of prophet for the movement.  Mormons claim that God expresses His will through modern prophets, just as He did in ancient times.  Joseph Smith, of course, served as the first president-prophet.  As of 2022, Russell Nelson serves as the seventeenth in that line.
  

How can a new convert to Mormonism be sure that these above mentioned writings are really from God?  Mormons rely on an inner, subjective sense that the writings are true.  On a previously published LDS website page, we read the following about the Mormon scriptures: “Maybe you experienced peace, hope, comfort and happiness when you read this.  If so, you already sense that the Holy Spirit is speaking to you, that this is true.”

Similarly, in the Book of Moroni 10.4 we read, “And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.”  A former Mormon wrote, “We believe we know the truth by our feelings.  We do not rely on and we will disregard any facts that contradict what our feelings tell us is true.”

C. Teaching

1. God

The Book of Mormon speaks of the existence of only one God, who is a spiritual Being:
 

And Zeezrom said unto him: Thou sayest there is a true and living God?  And Amulek said: Yea, there is a true and living God.  Now Zeezrom said: Is there more than one God?  And he answered, No. (Alma, 11.26-29).

And then Ammon said: Believest thou that there is a Great Spirit?  And he said, Yea.  And Ammon said: This is God (Alma, 18.26-28). 

In the teaching of contemporary Mormons, we also encounter an orthodox Christian understanding of God: “Heavenly Father is the Supreme Creator.  Through Jesus Christ, He created heaven and earth and all things in them.”
  The Book of Mormon also suggests the existence of the Trinity: “…the Father, and I, and the Holy Ghost are one” (3 Nephi, 11.36).  Similarly, in the “Lectures on Faith” (originally part of Doctrines and Covenants until their removal), we read, “These three constitute the Godhead, and are one: The Father and the Son possessing the same mind, the same wisdom, glory, power and fullness” (Lectures on Faith, 5.2).
 

On the other hand, if we look more closely at Mormon teaching, we observe a deviation from the biblical teaching on God.  For example, in History of the Church, Smith preached about the existence of many gods (see History of the Church, v. 6, chp. 23 [474-476]):
 

I will preach on the plurality of Gods… I wish to declare I have always and in all congregations when I have preached on the subject of the Deity, it has been the plurality of Gods.

Speaking of the Trinity: “These three constitute three distinct personages and three Gods.” 

Hence, the doctrine of a plurality of Gods is as prominent in the Bible as any other doctrine.  It is all over the face of the Bible.  It stands beyond the power of controversy.

If Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and John discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ had a Father, you may suppose that He had a Father also.

In the canonical Book of Abraham, we encounter the same:

And then the Lord said: Let us go down.  And they went down at the beginning, and they, that is the Gods, organized and formed the heavens and the earth… the Spirit of the Gods was brooding upon the face of the waters. And they (the Gods) said: Let there be light; and there was light. And they (the Gods) comprehended the light… (4.1-4).

Additionally, the canonical book Doctrines and Covenants speaks of “the Council of the Eternal God of all other gods before this world was” (Doctrines and Covenants, 121.32).
  Вrigham Young, Apostle Orson Pratt, and others confirm this teaching:
 

How many Gods there are, I do not know.  But there never was a time when there were not Gods and worlds, and when men were not passing through the same ordeals that we are now passing through (Вrigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 7.334)

…we believe in the revelation given through Joseph Smith, which says there are many Gods, and that 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are Gods, and that all good men in this Church shall become Gods... the 

number of Gods is infinite (Orson Pratt, Journal of Discourses, 2.345)

So then, Tucker correctly concludes that “Polytheism is at the very core of Mormon teaching.”

Walter Martin confirms, “Mormon theology then is polytheistic, teaching in effect that the universe is inhabited by different gods who procreate spirit children which are in turn clothed with bodies on different planets.”
 

The polytheism that characterizes Mormonism is more correctly termed “Henotheism.”  Henotheism is faith in many gods, yet devotion is paid to only one God.  Joseph Smith confirms this view: “I say there are Gods many and Lords many, but to us only one, and we are to be in subjection to that one” (History of the Church, v. 6, chp. 23 [474]).
  

The traditional Mormon teaching on the Holy Spirit also differs from Christian teaching.  In Mormonism, the Holy Spirit is the mind of the Father.  In Lectures on Faith, we read that the Son was “filled with the fullness of the Mind, glory and power, or, in other words, the Spirit, glory and power of the Father,” and “received a fullness of the glory of the Father – possessing the same mind with the Father, which mind is the Holy Spirit” (5.2).  Also, “There are two personages who constitute the great, matchless, governing and supreme power over all things… They are the Father and the Son” (5.2).
  

Another controversial teaching of the Mormon faith is the Father’s corporality – that He possess a human body.  In the canonical book Doctrines and Covenants, we read, “The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s” (130.22).
  Mormons continue to defend this view and seek support for it in biblical passages speaking of parts of God’s “body” (such as 2 Chr 6:20; Ps 8:3; Ps 18:6-9). 

Furthermore, the LDS believe that previously God was a man, and then received “promotion” to the status of God.  

God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted Man (Joseph Smith, Jr, Journal of Discourses, 6.3; also see History of the Church, 6.14 [305]).
 

He is our Father − the Father of our spirits, and was once a man in mortal flesh as we are, and

is now an exalted Being (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 7.334). 

We may also cite the teaching of the sixth president-prophet of Mormonism, Joseph F. Smith: “Yet we have to pass through mortality and receive the resurrection and then go on to perfection just as our Father did before us” (Doctrines of Salvation, 1.1.40).
  Even in modern times, the teaching of Elohim’s deification remains in force.  In 1966, Apostle Bruce McKonkie wrote, “God ... is a personal Being, a holy and exalted man, a glorified, resurrected Personage having a tangible body of flesh and bones, an anthropomorphic Entity” (Doctrines of the Mormons, 1966, p. 250).

A former Mormon confirms this claim: “We believe that God was once a mortal man on another planet who progressed by living in obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel he had on his world, then he died.  He became a resurrected man and evolved to become a god…. We worship only the one true god, which is really one god among millions or billions or more.”
 

At one point, Brigham Young advanced the idea that Adam became the God of this world, that is, Elohim.   His original teaching was as follows: “Adam … He is MICHAEL, the Archangel, the ANCIENT OF DAYS! About whom holy men have written and spoken − HE is our FATHER and our GOD, and the only God with whom WE have to do” (Journal of Discourses, 1.50).  Young insisted that Mormons accept this doctrine: “Now, let all who may hear these doctrines, pause before they make light of them, or treat them with indifference, for they will prove their salvation or damnation” (Journal of Discourses, 1.51). 

Young’s assistant in the First Presidency, Heber Kimball, echoes this teaching: “The God and Father of Jesus Christ was Adam.”
  An early Mormon hymn (1856) reflects it as well: “We believe in our God the great Prince of His race, The Archangel Michael, the Ancient of Days, Our own Father Adam, earth's Lord, as is plain.”
  

After some began challenging this teaching, however, Young began to backtrack.  Later he wrote, “Whether Adam is the personage that we should consider our heavenly Father, or not, is considerable of a mystery to a good many.  I do not care for one moment how that is; it is no matter whether we are to consider Him our God…” (Journal of Discourses, 4.217). 

The teaching of Adam-Elohim is an embarrassment to contemporary Mormons and they reject it.  Some feel it was just Young’s personal opinion, or a misinterpretation of his views.  Others think a mistake occurred in transcription and that Young never taught that at all.  Possibly, Young had in mind two different Adams: one lived in Eden, and the other was God-Elohim.  Former Mormon president Spencer Kimbell, reflecting the view of modern Mormonism, wrote, “We denounce that theory and hope that everyone will be cautioned against this and other kinds of false doctrine.”
 

Finally, Mormons reason that if there is a Father God, then there must also be a Mother God: “The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints teaches that all human beings, male and female, are beloved spirit children of heavenly parents, a Heavenly Father and a Heavenly Mother.”
  Apostle James Talmage wrote, “We are expressly told that God in the Father of our spirits… We must know that a Mother of spirits is an existent personality.”
  Apostle Bruce McKonkie relates, 

Implicit in the Christian verity that all men are the spirit children of an Eternal Father is the usually unspoken truth that they are also the offspring of a Eternal Mother... This doctrine that there is a Mother in Heaven was affirmed in plainness by the First Presidency of the Church (Joseph F. Smith, John R. Winder, and Anthon H. Lund) (Doctrines of the Mormons, 1966, p. 516).

2. Humanity

What do LDS teach about human beings?  People supposedly existed in a spiritual form before their physical birth.
  Former LDS president Joseph F. Smith writes, “We lived in the presence of God in the spirit before we came here.  We desired to be like him, we saw him, we were in his presence.” (Doctrines of Salvation, 1.4.4).
  The LDS website confirms, “We are all literally children of God, spiritually begotten in the premortal life.”
 

However, a rebellion against God occurred, led by Lucifer and one third of the spirits, who subsequently became Satan and the demons.  One third of the spirits remained faithful to God and were subsequently born as white-skinned people.  The remaining third wavered in their loyalties and were born with dark skin.
  Joseph F. Smith again comments,

There is a reason why one man is born black and with other disadvantages, while another is born white with great advantages. The reason is that we once had an estate before we came here, and were obedient, more or less, to the laws that were given us there. Those who were faithful in all things there received greater blessings here, and those who were not faithful received less... There were no neutrals in the war in heaven. All took sides either with Christ or with Satan… men receive rewards here based upon their actions there… The Negro, evidently, is receiving the reward he merits” (Doctrines of Salvation, 1.4.20, 41-42).

Although Mormon founder Joseph Smith held a more positive view of blacks (see History of the Church, v. 5, chp. 12 [217]), Young (see Journal of Discourses, 7:290) taught that the “mark” given to Cain by God (Gen 4:15) was a “flat nose and black skin.”  Young further writes, “You see some classes of the human family that are black, uncouth, uncomely, disagreeable and low in their habits, wild, and seemingly deprived of nearly all the blessings of the intelligence that is generally bestowed upon mankind.”  Furthermore, Young associates blacks with the curse of Canaan, that “a servant of servants he shall be to his brothers” (Gen 9:25).  

The destiny of man is to become a god.  The LDS website claims, “As His children, we can be assured that we have divine, eternal potential and that He will help us in our sincere efforts to reach that potential.”
  Joseph Smith unapologetically claimed the same: “Then shall they be gods, because they have no end; therefore shall they be from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they be above all, because all things are subject unto them.  Then shall they be gods, because they have all power, and the angels are subject unto them” (Doctrines and Covenants, 132.20). 

In the Journal of Discourses, Smith again affirms, “…and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves, and to be kings and priests to God, the same as all Gods have done before you” (6.4).  Young agrees, “After men have got their exaltations and their crowns − have become Gods, even the sons of God…” (Journal of Discourses, 6.275).  Even in modern times, in 1974 Mormon president Spencer Kimball stated, “In each of us is the potentiality to become a God.”

To support this claim, Mormons cite the words of Jesus in John 10:34, “Jesus answered them, ‘Has it not been written in your Law, “I said, you are gods”’?”  Furthermore, Young described what will occur after people attain the status of Deity: “After men have got their exaltations and their crowns − have become Gods … they have the power then of propagating their species in spirit; and that is the first of their operations with regard to organizing a world.”  Descending onto a planet, they must “produce mortal tabernacles for their spiritual children” (Journal of Discourses, 6.275). 

So then, Mormons who faithfully serve God in this life become gods themselves, and in that state they will give birth to spiritual children, who, in turn, receive a body on another planet from their “spiritual parents.”  These “deified” Mormons, who give birth to this new generation, become the gods of that planet.  Their spiritual children, continuing this process, may become gods on still another planet. 

Another controversial topic in Mormon faith is the practice of polygamy.  First, we note that in the 1835 version of Doctrines and Covenants polygamy is forbidden:

All legal contracts of marriage made before a person is baptized into this church, should be held sacred and fulfilled.  Inasmuch as this church of Christ has been reproached with [accused of] the crime of fornication, and polygamy: we declare that we believe, that one man should have one wife; and one woman but one husband, except in case of death, when either is at liberty to marry again (section CI, 1835 version, p. 251-252).

This section, though, was later removed.  Nonetheless, the Book of Mormon supports the initial view: 

Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among you have save it be one wife; and concubines he shall have none (Jacob, 2.27).

In the present version of Doctrines and Covenants, polygamy is permitted: 

And again, as pertaining to the law of the priesthood – if any man espouse a virgin, and desire to espouse another, and the first give her consent, and if he espouse the second, and they are virgins, and have vowed to no other man, then is he justified; he cannot commit adultery for they are given unto him; for he cannot commit adultery with that that belongeth unto him and to no one else.  And if he have ten virgins given unto him by this law, he cannot commit adultery, for they belong to him, and they are given unto him; therefore is he justified… for they are given unto him to multiply and replenish the earth (Doctrines and Covenants, 132.61-63).

So then, for a period of time, Mormon society accepted polygamy.  In 1890, however, the LDS released a statement again forbidding the practice.  The LDS leaders offered this explanation:

The Bible and the Book of Mormon teach that monogamy is God’s standard for marriage unless He declares otherwise (see 2 Samuel 12:7–8 and Jacob 2:27, 30).  Following a revelation to Joseph Smith, the practice of plural marriage was instituted among Church members in the early 1840s (see section 132).  From the 1860s to the 1880s, the United States government passed laws to make this religious practice illegal.  These laws were eventually upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court.  After receiving revelation, President Wilford Woodruff issued the following Manifesto, which was accepted by the Church as authoritative and binding on October 6, 1890.  This led to the end of the practice of plural marriage in the Church (Doctrines and Covenants, 1st Official Declaration).

The fact of the matter is that in order for Utah to receive recognition as a state in the United States, polygamy needed to be outlawed.

3. Jesus Christ

As in orthodox Christianity, the LDS believes that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world: “He suffered and died for our sins so that we can be forgiven when we repent.”
  At the same time, Jesus is thought to have passed through the same process of deification that all gods do, which began with his birth as a spiritual child of Elohim.  

Mormons claim that Elohim gave birth not only to the spirit of Jesus, but to his flesh as well.  Young taught that Elohim and Mary conceived Jesus by a physical union: “Jesus, our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character that was in the garden of Eden, and who is our Father in Heaven” (Journal of Discourses, 1.51).  In another place, Young writes, “When the time came that His first−born, the Saviour, should come into the world and take a tabernacle, the Father came Himself and favoured that spirit with a tabernacle instead of letting any other man do it” (Journal of Discourses, 4.218).

In the words of Joseph F. Smith, “Christ was begotten of God.  He was not born without the aid of Man, and that Man was God! (Doctrines of Salvation, 1.2.6).
  Bruce McKonkie echoes this view: “Christ was born into the world as the literal Son of this Holy Being; he was born in the same personal, real, and literal sense that any son is born to a mortal father” (Doctrines of the Mormons, 1966, p. 742).
  

Curiously, this teaching contradicts not only the New Testament, but the Book of Mormon as well.  In the Book of Alma we read: 

And behold, he shall be born of Mary, at Jerusalem which is the land of our forefathers, she being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel, who shall be overshadowed and conceive by the power of the Holy (Alma, 7.10).

In the Journal of Discourses, Apostle Orcon Hyde claimed that Jesus married.  At the wedding feast of Cana (see John 2) “we say it was Jesus Christ who was married, to be brought into the relation whereby he could see his seed, before he was crucified” (Journal of Discourses, 2.82).  Modern Mormons, however, reject this teaching. 

4. Satan

The LDS teach that Satan was a spiritual child of Elohim and brother of Jehovah, i.e. Jesus.  The Pearl of Great Price relates Satan’s story (see Book of Moses, 4.1-4).  He aspired to become savior of the world, but his motives were not pure – he was seeking personal glory.  Therefore, Elohim refused him that honor.  As a result, Satan rebelled against Elohim, and the later subsequently punished him for his rebellion.

5. The Holy Spirit

At the present time, the Mormon church holds to an orthodox Christian view of the Holy Spirit.  Mormons believe Him to be the third member of the Trinity, united in purpose with the Father and the Son, but a distinct Person.  At the same time, orthodox Christianity would specify that the Spirit is not only united in purpose with the Father and the Son, but that They are also one in Divine essence.  One must also consider that early Mormons equated the Holy Spirit with the mind of the Father.  Finally, along with orthodox Christian teaching, the LDS deny that the Spirit has a physical body: “He is a personage of spirit, without a body of flesh and bones.”
 

6. Salvation

According to the LDS, salvation is provided for by the redemptive work of Christ and requires the following: faith in Jesus, repentance, reception of water baptism, and reception of the Holy Spirit.
  At the same time, they place an added emphasis on obedience: “Through this covenant relationship, followers of Christ are assured salvation from the eternal consequences of sin if they are obedient.”
  In the Articles of Faith, we read, “We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel” (Articles of Faith, 3).  

The LDS advances a unique eschatology.  At the Judgement, one’s relation to Mormon teaching will determine its outcome.  There are four possible results: placement in the celestial kingdom, the terrestrial kingdom, the telestial kingdom, or perdition (Doctrines and Covenants, chp. 76).

Those who attain to the celestial kingdom will be reunited with their earthly spouse, and they will live together eternally.  They become like God, even gods themselves, and go on to give birth to spiritual children and populate their own planet.  In order to attain to this kingdom, one must fulfill the requirements for salvation, namely repentance, faith and obedience, and take part in several ordinances such as water baptism, confirmation (reception of the Holy Spirit), the “sealing ceremony,” and the “endowment ceremony.”
  

The “sealing ceremony” places an eternal seal on Mormon marriages, which means the marriage bond will last forever.  The ceremony must be performed in a Mormon temple.  This ceremony is mandatory for those aspiring to the celestial kingdom: 

In the celestial glory there are three heavens or degrees; and in order to obtain the highest, a man must enter into this order of the priesthood [meaning the new and everlasting covenant of marriage]; and if he does not, he cannot obtain it.  He may enter into the other, but that is the end of his kingdom; he cannot have an increase (Doctrines and Covenants, 131.1-4).

Without this “sealing,” the marriage will not be restored after the resurrection and, consequently, the couple will not bear spiritual children or populate a planet.  Apostle Bruce McKonkie explains:

“Except a man and his wife enter into an everlasting covenant and be married for eternity, while in this probation, by the power and authority of the holy priesthood,” the Prophet says, “they will cease to increase when they die; that is, they will not have any children after the resurrection” (Doctrines of the Mormons, 1966, p. 238).

Through the ordinance of “endowment,” the Mormon reportedly receives spiritual power to fulfill his/her obligations as a Mormon.  This ceremony also takes place in a Mormon temple and consists of the following elements.  At the initiation, the candidate bathes, is clothed in white garments and receives a new name.  Included in the clothing are special undergarments (the “Temple Garment”) that the candidate must wear for the remainder of his/her life.

Next comes instruction and examination of the candidate, who must demonstrate knowledge of the Mormon plan of salvation.  At this time, the candidate learns special gestures and formulas.  Without knowledge of these gestures, formulas or one’s new name, he/she cannot enter the celestial kingdom.
  

It is said that a wife’s new name is revealed not to her, but to her husband, so that on resurrection day he may summon her from the grave.  If a husband or wife should fall into serious sin without repentance, the other party will be joined to another spouse at the resurrection.
  In conclusion, the candidate promises not to reveal the proceedings of the ceremony.
  Apostle Bruce McKonkie summarizes the endowment ceremony: 

Certain special, spiritual blessings given worthy and faithful saints in the temples are called endowments, because in and through them the recipients are endowed with power from on high.  They receive an education relative to the Lord’s purposes and plans in the creation and peopling of the earth and are taught the things that must be done by man in order to gain exaltation in the world to come (Doctrines of the Mormons, 1966, p. 226-227).
 

For those who, for whatever reason, cannot fulfill all the above-mentioned requirements, the LDS provide for their accomplishment by proxy after death.  A living Mormon may serve as a proxy and, with the permission of the departed (located in the place of departed spirits), the ceremony may count for the deceased:  

People who have died without these essential gospel ordinances may receive those ordinances through the work done in temples. Acting in behalf of ancestors and others who have died, Church members are baptized and confirmed, receive the endowment, and participate in the sealings of husband to wife and children to parents (LDS website).

This is why the Mormon Church so diligently assembles genealogies.  Tanner comments, “The Mormons are spending millions of dollars doing genealogical research in order to find the names of those who have died so that they can do proxy baptism for them.”

Dedicated Mormons will discover their genealogy and undergo the required ordinances for their departed relatives.  Then they will do so for others, not related to them.  Decker comments, “The church believes that ultimately it must do the work for every dead person from the time of Adam to the present.”
  At the same time, Decker reveals that only about 30% of all Mormons actually receive these temple ordinances themselves.

 Those Mormons who do not take their faith seriously in this life are assigned to the so-called “terrestrial kingdom”.  More specifically, these are Mormons who acknowledge Mormonism and its prophets, but do not live in accord with the “word of wisdom” (see below), do not pay tithes, and do not regularly attend church services.
 

Heirs of the terrestrial kingdom remain unmarried forever.  They “are not gods, but are angels of God forever and ever” (Doctrines and Covenants, 132.17).  They will minister to those who inherit the celestial kingdom (Doctrines and Covenants, 132.16) and, at times, to those who inherit the telestial kingdom (Doctrines and Covenants, 76.88).

The telestial kingdom is appointed for those who reject Mormonism outright and for “common” sinners, who have not committed the unpardonable sin.  They undergo temporary punishment, after which they enter a blissful condition.  Their punishment awaits them at the thousand-year reign of Christ.  In the words of Joseph F. Smith, 

It is the duty of men in this life to repent.  Every man who hears the gospel message is under

obligation to receive it.  If he fails, then in the spirit world he will be called upon to receive

it, but he will be denied the fullness that will come to those who in their faithfulness have

been just and true … They will have to suffer the torments of the damned until they do (repent) (Doctrines of Salvation, 2.10.7, 10).

Furthermore, he writes: 

It is decreed that the unrighteous shall have to spend their time during this thousand years in the prison house prepared for them where they can repent and cleanse themselves through the things which they shall suffer (Doctrines of Salvation, 3.4.17).

Perdition is for those who have committed the unpardonable sin, that is, blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.  This sin is when a believer (specifically, a Mormon) rejects his/her faith.  Joseph Smith preached, “What must a man do to commit the unpardonable sin?  He must receive the Holy Ghost, have the heavens opened unto him, and know God, and then sin against him… This is the case with many apostates of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints” (History of the Church, vol. 6, chp. 14).
  Those in perdition experience torment.
 

Previously, early Mormons entertained the idea that is some cases a person may find redemption for his/her sins by shedding his/her own blood.  Young so taught: “I know that there are transgressors, who, if they knew themselves, and the only condition upon which they can obtain forgiveness, would beg of their brethren to shed their blood, that the smoke thereof might ascend to God as an offering to appease the wrath that is kindled against them” (Journal of Discourses, 4.54).  In spite of Young’s authority, however, contemporary LDS reject this teaching. 

Mormons observe a practice called the “word of wisdom.”  It consists of recommendations for a healthy diet, and requires abstinence from alcohol, tobacco, coffee and tea (see Doctrine and Covenants, 89).  

7. Church

The LDS consider that other Christian denominations are in error.  We observe this view, first of all, in the Book of Mormon:

And he said unto me: Behold there are save two churches only; the one is the church of the Lamb of God, and the other is the church of the devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the Lamb of God belongeth to that great church, which is the mother of abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth (1 Nephi, 14.10).

In the initial vision that Joseph Smith supposedly received, he relates the following:

I asked the Personages who stood above me in the light, which of all the sects was right … I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong; and the Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight (History of Joseph Smith, 18-19).

Mormons feel that a “great apostasy” from the true faith has occurred: “After the deaths of the Savior and His Apostles, men corrupted the principles of the gospel and made unauthorized changes in Church organization and priesthood ordinances.”
  Mormons believe, however, that, according to the promise of restoration in Acts 3:20-21, God is restoring His true Church today.

Several types of priesthood exist (or existed) in Mormonism, namely the priesthood of Aaron, the priesthood of Melchizedek and the patriarchal priesthood.  The priesthood of Aaron is for youths from age 12-17 and for new converts.  Within this priesthood, four divisions exist: bishop, deacon, teacher, and priest.  Members of this class can advance to still higher positions in the church.
 

Youths who aspire to this class must meet several criteria.  They must observe the “word of wisdom,” be sexually pure, pass an interview with the bishop, and regularly attend worship services.  Their activities include participation in worship services including preparing the Lord Supper, instruction of others, and baptism of new converts.  Older members of this class engage in the more important of these functions.

The priesthood of Melchizedek is for older members age 18 and up.  Aspirants to this priesthood must also pass an interview with the bishop as well as receive approval from the congregation.  They receive special authority in regards to their family: to lead it and bless it.  Other ministries include the laying on of hands for receiving the Holy Spirit.  In addition, they become eligible for further promotion in the Fellowship.
  

The patriarchal priesthood was first given to the father of Joseph Smith as an honorary status in the church.  Subsequently, it was passed down by heredity to Hyrum Smith, Joseph’s brother, and so on.  In 1979, the LDS discontinued the patriarchal priesthood.
 

From the beginning of the LDS movement until 1978, only white males qualified for the priesthood.  Since 1978, black males may also become priests.  Officially, Mormons claim that this change resulted from a revelation from God (see Doctrines and Covenants, declaration 2).  Critics, though, feel that the battle against discrimination, being waged at that time in the USA, compelled the LDS to change its policy.  The LDS stills denies priesthood status to women.
  

Mormons limit the size of their congregations to 500 members, after which they must divide into two congregations.  Besides attending worship services, Mormons conduct family devotions once a week and pay tithes to support the ministry.  A “bishop” leads each local congregation and serves without pay for 5 years, after which another takes his place.
  The movement abounds in missionaries, who are fulfilling a mandatory term after finishing high school.   

LDS headquarters is in Salt Lake City, Utah, where the main temple stands as well.  Mormon congregations submit to the general leadership.  Concerning the leadership’s authority over congregations, Joseph Smith wrote, “And all they who receive the oracles of God, let them beware how they hold them lest they are accounted as a light thing, and are brought under condemnation thereby, and stumble and fall when the storms descend, and the winds blow, and the rains descend, and beat upon their house” (Doctrines and Covenants, 90.5).

Mormonism boasts 123 temples worldwide.  Only in Mormon temples officials perform ordinances for the dead, sealing of marriages, and the endowment ceremony.  Those desiring to participate in a temple service must pass interviews and receive a temple recommendation.
 

D. Prophecies of Joseph Smith

The LDS claim that prophecies given by Joseph Smith provide supernatural confirmation that his ministry was from God.  For example, in 1932, Smith correctly predicted that the American Civil War would begin in South Carolina: 

I prophesy, in the name of the Lord God, that the commencement of the difficulties which will cause much bloodshed previous to the coming of the Son of Man will be in South Carolina.  It may probably arise through the slave question.  This voice declared to me while I was praying earnestly on the subject, December 25th, 1832 (History of the Church, vol. 6, chp. 17).

Furthermore, after Smith and his followers were driven out of Missouri, he prophesied that he would never return to that state, even though authorities from Missouri attempted to arrest him and return him there.  Smith, however, was never apprehended by them.  Before his death in 1842, Smith predicted that the Mormon movement would prosper in the Rocky Mountains, which took place under Brigham Young’s leadership.
 

Other examples are cited.  Smith predicted the presidential candidacy of Stephen Douglas.  Upon leaving Jackson, Missouri, he prophesied its destruction, which occurred during the Civil War.  Even though Smith and his movement were driven out of New York State, he predicted the successful founding of Mormon congregations there.  Moreover, Smith correctly prophesied that after his next arrest he would be killed.
  

In addition, Smith predicted that his assistant Willard Richards would escape death at the hands of enemies.  Although he was fired upon repeatedly, his would-be shooters missed their target.  He gave similar assurances of divine protection to two other assistants, Orin Porter and Stephen Markham.  Smith correctly predicted that his assistant and fellow-prisoner Dan Jones would be released and travel to Wales.  Finally, Smith’s establishment of the “word of wisdom” is considered prophetic, since only later, the toxic effects of tobacco and caffeine were discovered.
  

E. Evaluation 

1. Deviations from Biblical Teaching

The LDS claims that Christianity has been perverted and the Bible contains distortions and, therefore, Christian faith is in need of renewal and restoration.  On the one hand, conscientious Christians agree that the Church needs renewal, yet they would differ from Mormons in how to accomplish that – not by going beyond Scripture, but by abiding more closely to it.   

Many convincing proofs exist to confirm the reliability of the New Testament (see chapter 15).  These books contain the truth about the life and teaching of Jesus Christ and His disciples.  The veracity of the New Testament, and the Bible in general, provides a powerful refutation of Mormonism, since the latter’s teachings in many respects deviate from it.
 

It will be sufficient to touch on just a few of these discrepancies.  The Bible categorically rejects the existence of other gods and advances the truth that God is one (Deut 4:35, 39; 6:4).  Mormons erroneously assign the name Elohim to God the Father, and the name Jehovah to Jesus Christ.  Throughout Scripture, however, the names Elohim and Jehovah (more accurately, Yahweh) are used interchangeably. 

Mormons take the anthropomorphic descriptions of God in the Bible literally.  Yet, Scripture is clear that God is spirit (Jn 4:24).  When biblical authors ascribe to God “body parts,” they are employing a figure of speech (specifically, anthropomorphism).  For a detailed discussion of the use of anthropomorphism in relation to God, see the section “God is spirit” in the second volume of this series. 

Moreover, Mormon faith radically distorts the biblical role of the priesthoods of Aaron and Melchizedek.  Also, Mormons claim that people can still convert to Mormonism after death, but the Bible offers no hope of salvation after death (Heb 9:27; Luke 16:19-31).  Furthermore, the Mormon teaching of three different kingdoms that one may inherit after death finds no confirmation in Scripture.  In addition, the Bible does not support the teaching that people existed as spirits before their physical birth.

Mormons also erroneously add conditions to salvation beyond the Biblical requirements of repentance and faith in Christ (Acts 20:21) by requiring participation in rituals and observing commandments, of which Scripture makes no mention.  In addition, the teaching of eternal wedlock contradicts the words of Christ (see Mk. 12:25), who explained that the new bodies received by believers have no reproductive capacity.  

We can cite numerous other examples of deviations in LDS teaching from biblical teaching.
  Therefore, this movement can in no way lay claim to being a restoration movement of true Christianity, or appeal to biblical faith in support of its positions.  

2. Interpretation of John 10:34

To support their claim of future deification, Mormons appeal to the words of Jesus: “Has it not been written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’?” (Ин. 10:34).  Here Jesus is quoting Psalm 82:6, where the title Elohim refers not to gods, but to the judges of Israel.  We find a similar usage in Exodus 21:6 and 22:8.  Therefore, the term Elohim can refer to leaders of God’s people as well as God Himself.  Without question, Jesus had in mind the first meaning.  Furthermore, in Psalm 82, God is not commending the judges for attaining deity, but rebuking them for injustice.  

In light of the context, it is clear that Jesus’ goal in citing Ps. 82 was to contrast His status with that of the ancient judges of Israel.  We may paraphrase His meaning as follows: “You Pharisees object that I speak of Myself as God.  Yet, if the Law calls Israel’s leaders Elohim, then why do you object if I, the one the Father has sent into the world, speak of Myself as Elohim?”

Also significant is that Jesus did not say, “You will be gods,” but rather, “You are gods.”  If Jesus had in mind the deification of believers, He would have used the future tense.  His use of the present tense confirms our conclusion that He had in mind the leadership status of judges in Israel.  In addition, Jesus is speaking here not to disciples, aspiring to deity, but to Pharisees, who rejected His claims. 

So then, in spite of Mormon claims, this verse provides no justification for the Mormon teaching of the deification of believers.

3. Veracity of the Book of Mormon

Several factors cause us to doubt the reliability of the Book of Mormon.  First, there is no archeological evidence that in the sixth century BC a group of Jews emigrated from Israel to America.  In response to a false Mormon claim that the Smithsonian Institute used the Book of Mormon in their archeological studies, the Institute issued the following disclaimer:  

It can be stated definitely that there is no connection between the archeology of the New World and the subject matter of the Book of Mormon.… hence the book cannot be regarded as having any historical value from the standpoint of the aboriginal peoples of the New World.

Second, it is curious to note that the LDS account of the migration of these Jews closely corresponds to the account given by Ethan Smith in his 1823 publication View of the Hebrews.  It is highly likely that Joseph Smith borrowed this fabricated story from Ethan Smith’s book.
  Tanner adds the observation, “During and even before Joseph Smith's time it was believed by many people that the Indians were the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel.”

Furthermore, Decker lists changes made to the Book of Mormon and other canonical books of the LDS, which violate the sanctity of supposedly divinely inspired books
.  Smith himself claimed to receive divine confirmation that his translation was accurate.  A voice from heaven reportedly announced: “These plates have been revealed by the power of God, and they have been translated by the power of God. The translation of them which you have seen is correct” (History of the Church, vol. 1, chp. 6 [54]).

We also note that in the Book of Mormon, several biblical narratives are reproduced, but the characters are given new names.  For example, in the Book of Ether, 8.10-12, the daughter of Jared’s dance pleases the king and she asks in return the beheading of an enemy.  The parallel with the daughter of Herodias and the beheading of John the Baptist is obvious.  Moreover, Alma’s conversion parallels the conversion of the apostle Paul (Mosiah, 27.11-19).  Also, features of Lazarus’ resurrection are borrowed in the story of Amon (Alma, chp. 19).  The story of the calming of a storm in 1 Nephi 18 parallels the narrative in Mark 4.

Tanner notes a quotation of Malachi 4:1 in 1 Nephi, 22.15, yet Malachi wrote his prophecy many years after the supposed “migration” of Jews to America.  Tanner also notes many close parallels between wordings in the Book of Mormon and the New Testament, supposedly written several centuries later.
  In addition, Jesus refers to Himself as the “Alpha and Omega” (3 Nephi, 8:18), yet the Nephites did not know Greek.  We also encounter the Greek name Timothy (3 Nephi, 19.4).  Parallels even exist between the Book of Mormon and the Westminster Confession of Faith, written in England in the 17th century, sometimes verbatim (see Alma, chp. 40 and the Westminster Confession, chp. 32).
  

One must also wonder why the golden plates, from which Smith allegedly translated the Book of Mormon, are missing.  Smith claims that Moroni retrieved the plates after they were translated.  Yet, their absence is a fatal weakness in the LDS position.  If the plates were available for inspection today, we could confirm their existence and verify Smith’s translation.  Their absence, however, undermines the claim of their veracity. 

Especially interesting is the story of the three witnesses, who, apparently, saw the golden plates in a vision.  Martin Harris and David Whitmer later explained that they saw the plates with “eyes of faith” (see Palmyra Reflector, March 19, 1831; Clark J. A. Gleanings by the Way, p. 256–257).
  It is also significant that Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer were later excommunicated from the LDS (History of the Church, vol. 3, chp. 2), yet in 1848, Cowdery was restored and publically affirmed his testimony concerning the golden plates.

Concerning the other eight witnesses, Tanner comments, “The testimony of the eight witnesses could be explained simply by admitting that Joseph Smith had some type of plates.”
  This testimony does not prove that Smith received them from a heavenly messenger, or that they contained the Book of Mormon. 

Also of importance is that the present Book of Mormon is not, in fact, a translation of the golden plates, but rather a new revelation.  According to Smith’s own account, he did not read the plates, but read their “translation” off the seer stones.  So then, the actual contents of the plates, if they existed at all, are unknown. 
4. Veracity of Joseph Smith

Certain factors in Joseph Smith’s history raise suspicions of his integrity.  According to official state records, Smith was arrested, tried and found guilty in New York State for divining using seer stones.  This occurred before his first alleged visitation.  The method of divination Smith used at this time was very similar to the method used to “translate” the Book of Mormon.
  Tanner summarizes the proceedings: 

Now, it is interesting to note that in the court record Joseph Smith confessed that “for three years” prior to 1826 he had used a stone placed in his hat to find treasures or lost property. According to Joseph Smith's own statement, then, he began his money-digging activities in about 1823.

We also recall the commonalities between the temple order of Mormons and the rituals of the Freemasons.  Not only were Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum Freemasons, but also Brigham Young and other Mormon leaders.  Decker concludes, “The philosophical and ritual influence of Freemasonry upon Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum was profound.... The influence of Masonry upon the development of the temple endowment ritual is unarguable.”
  So then, the temple rituals of Mormonism came not by revelation, but were likely borrowed from the Freemasons. 

In 1835, Smith learned of an Egyptian document belonging to Michael Chandler and obtained it.  At that time, no one had yet learned to read Egyptian hieroglyphics.  Smith claimed the document contained writings from Abraham and translated from it the Book of Abraham, which to this day Mormons treasure as sacred scripture.  After some time, the document was lost was thought to have perished.  

However, in 1967, in a New York museum, the same document that Smith translated was discovered.  Since scholars by that time had learned to read hieroglyphics, it became possible to verify Smith’s translation.  The opening words of Smith’s translation was, “In the land of the Chaldeans, at the residence of my fathers, I, Abraham, saw that it was needful for me to obtain another place of residence.”  In reality, the document begins with instructions on how to prepare a mummy.

As far as Smith’s prophecies, first of all one must consider that most of them are found in latter publications of the LDS, for example, in the History of the Church, which was partially written after Smith’s death.  It is possible that some of the prophecies were ascribed to Smith and inserted into the text.

The following example may serve to confirm that suspicion.  In Smith’s prediction of the Mormon migration to the Rocky Mountains, Tanner notes, “The ‘Rocky Mountain Prophecy’ was written in very small handwriting between the lines.  In other words, it was obviously added at a later time to this manuscript.”
  The inserted text includes the words:

I prophesied that the Saints would continue to suffer much affliction and would be driven to the Rocky Mountains, many would apostatize, others would be put to death by our persecutors or lose their lives in consequence of exposure or disease, and some of you will live to go and assist in making settlements and build cities and see the Saints become a mighty people in the midst of the Rocky Mountains (History of the Church, vol. 5, chp. 4 [85]).
  

As mentioned, in 1832 Smith did successfully predict the commencement of the American Civil War in South Carolina.  Yet, not long before that prediction, a rebellion has already broken out in that state, and others were predicting the conflict would begin there as well.
  Also significant is that Smith predicted the involvement of Great Britain in the struggle, and that the war would spread to other nations:

Verily, thus saith the Lord concerning the wars that will shortly come to pass, beginning at the rebellion of South Carolina, which will eventually terminate in the death and misery of many souls; and the time will come that war will be poured out upon all nations, beginning at this place.  For behold, the Southern States shall be divided against the Northern States, and the Southern States will call on other nations, even the nation of Great Britain, as it is called, and they shall also call upon other nations, in order to defend themselves against other nations; and then war shall be poured out upon all nations (Doctrines and Covenants, 87.1-3).

In fact, Smith made many predictions that failed.  For example, in 1832, he predicted the construction of a Mormon temple in Missouri “in this generation.”  The temple was never built.

New Jerusalem, which city shall be built, beginning at the temple lot, which is appointed by the finger of the Lord, in the western boundaries of the State of Missouri … the city New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the saints, beginning at this place, even the place of the temple, which temple shall be reared in this generation.  For verily this generation shall not all pass away until an house shall be built unto the Lord (Doctrines and Covenants, 84.2–5).

He also predicted the return of Christ in 1890, citing in support Revelation, chp. 14, and Hosea, chp. 6:

I prophesy in the name of the Lord God, and let it be written--the Son of Man will not come in the clouds of heaven till I am eighty-five years old (in 1890) (History of the Church, vol. 5, chp. 17 [336]).

Smith foretold the destruction of the United States in the near future:

Unless the United States redress the wrongs committed upon the Saints in the state of Missouri and punish the crimes committed by her officers that in a few years the government will be utterly overthrown and wasted (History of the Church, vol. 5, chp. 20 [394]).
 

He also spoke of a glorious future for the first twelve apostles of his movement.  This prophecy was not fulfilled, since seven of the twelve were either excommunicated from the church, or quit the movement themselves.

And I finally saw the Twelve in the celestial kingdom of God (History of the Church, vol. 2, chp. 27 [381]).

Smith predicted a missionary ministry for Brigham Young and a miracle ministry for William M'Lellin.  Neither expectation was fulfilled.

I saw Elder Brigham Young standing in a strange land, in the far south and west, in a desert place, upon a rock in the midst of about a dozen men of color, who appeared hostile. He was preaching to them in their own tongue (History of the Church, vol. 2, chp. 27 [381]).

I also beheld Elder M'Lellin in the south, standing upon a hill, surrounded by a vast multitude, preaching to them, and a lame man standing before him supported by his crutches; he threw them down at his word and leaped as a hart, by the mighty power of God (History of the Church, vol. 2, chp. 27 [381]).

Finally, many comment critically on the character of Joseph Smith, accusing him of polygamy and pride.  Highly significant are the accusations of Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer, two of Smith’s closest associates, against his character, including an accusation of adultery (History of the Church, vol. 3, chp. 2).  In 1844, at a Mormon conference, Smith was ordained as king of the world.  In the words of George Miller, Presiding Bishop of the Church at that time:

Joseph said to me… “We will call together some of our wise men and proceed to set up the kingdom of God by organizing some of its officers.”  And from day to day he called some of the brethren about him, organizing them as princes in the kingdom of God, to preside over the chief cities of the Nation, until the number of 53 were called.  In this council we ordained Joseph Smith as King on earth.
 

5. Faith without Foundation

Amazing at it seems, contemporary LDS not infrequently reject some of the key teachings of their founders.  By so doing, though, they undermine the foundation of their faith.  This is the fatal weakness of the Mormon position.  

On the one hand, Mormons claim that Joseph Smith and Brigham Young were God’s prophets and launched a time of restoration for the Church.  On the other hand, contemporary Mormons only selectively embrace their teachings, rejecting such views as the existence of many gods, the identification of Elohim with Adam, redemption through shedding one’s own blood, etc.
  Tucker claims: “Early teachings are very different than those of the Brigham Young era, which differ significantly from beliefs today.” 
  He also writes,

Since its founding in 1830, the Mormon church has moved away from being a bizarre fringe movement and into the mainstream of religion.  This is due in part to a very conscious effort by the church to present an image of respectability to the outside world.

This shift has even led to the excommunication of individuals who persist in accepting some of these earlier views.
 

If the founders of Mormonism turn out, in some respects, to be false teachers, then on what can their followers base their faith?  On what basis can they determine when the teachings of Smith and Young are true, and when they are not true?  If Smith and Young could err on some central aspects of God’s plan, as modern Mormons claim, then it is quite possible that they errored in their understanding of God’s plan in full.  

Among the early LDS leaders existed the opinion, that in doctrinal questions the president-prophet cannot error.  In the canonical book Doctrines and Covenants, former president Wilford Woodruss stated, 

The Lord will never permit me or any other man who stands as President of this Church to lead you astray.  It is not in the programme.  It is not in the mind of God.  If I were to attempt that, the Lord would remove me out of my place, and so He will any other man who attempts to lead the children of men astray from the oracles of God and from their duty (Doctrines and Covenants, 1st Declaration).
 

In the words of Brigham Young:

I have never yet preached a sermon and sent it out to the children of men, that they may not call Scripture (Journal of Discourses, 13,95).

The Lord Almighty leads this Church, and he will never suffer you to be led astray if you are found doing your duty.  You may go home and sleep as sweetly as a babe in its mother's arms, as to any danger of your leaders leading you astray, for if they should try to do so the Lord would quickly sweep them from the earth (Journal of Discourses, 9.289).

Joseph F. Smith, the sixth LDS president, stated,

We depend, of course, upon the guidance of the brethren who are entitled to inspiration (Doctrines of Salvation, 1.12.1).

No man ever went astray by following the counsel of the authorities of the Church (Doctrines of Salvation, 1.14.35).

Are these brethren true – and I have quoted three of the Presidents of the Church, including the Prophet himself?  Are they true, or are we to discard their teachings and the teachings of the scriptures because the philosophies of men today declare a contrary doctrine? (Doctrines of Salvation, 1.7.26).

The inconsistency of the present Mormon view on authority is evident in the following quotation.  In 1980, in the document “Fourteen Fundamentals for Following the Prophet,” Apostle (later President) Ezra Benson announced to the Mormon community “The living prophet is more important to us than a dead prophet,” and “Beware of those who would pit the dead prophets against the living prophets, for the living prophets always take precedence.”
  A former Mormon relates being taught this principle: “We believe that when the Prophet, the head of our church, says something that is definitely wrong he was not being inspired at that time.”
 

However, by rejecting aspects of their founders’ teaching, including some views of Smith and Young, Mormons today find themselves in a very difficult position – they have a faith without a foundation.  The claim that present presidents have precedence over former ones is self-defeating.  On what do present LDS leaders base their authority, if not on the authoritative ministry of Joseph Smith?  If Smith’s authority is not absolute, then neither is the authority of those who claim to succeed him.  Mormonism turns out to be a faith without a foundation. 

The sixth president of Mormonism, Joseph F. Smith, was ready to admit: 

Church stands or falls with Joseph Smith.  Mormonism, as it is called, must stand or fall on the story of Joseph Smith.  He was either a prophet of God, divinely called, properly appointed and commissioned, or he was one of the biggest frauds this world has ever seen.  There is no middle ground (Doctrines of Salvation, 1.12.15).
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